
SPRING 2018 HONORS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Please note the following information is subject to change. 

 

STA 2014 (H) Elementary Statistics for Health and Social Sciences 

Professor Elena Buzaianu 

TR 10:50-12:05  
CRN:  12307 
What it counts for: Quantitative Reasoning and Analysis and Scientific Method 

When we try to observe connections between phenomena in the real world, the 
information often comes to us in a confusing, even contradictory fashion.  Unseen 
influences, measurement difficulties, and even pure ‘bad luck’ make it difficult to decipher 
the true relationships between variables.  At its core, statistics is about the art of drawing 
conclusions in the face of this uncertainty.  As such, it is fundamental to the physical, social, 
and behavioral sciences. 

In this section of STA 2014 (Elementary Statistics for Health and Social Sciences), we will  

 summarize data with an array of numerical and graphical techniques; 
 select appropriate summaries for realistic data sets; 
 incorporate these summaries into written reports; 
 calculate probabilities for the behavior of simple sample statistics; 
 understand the ‘critical thinking’ link between probability theory and statistical 

reasoning; 
 draw conclusions about a single population; 
 draw conclusions comparing two populations. 

 

We will cover the same topics and use the same text as other sections of STA 2014, but will 
focus more on the analysis and interpretation of actual data drawn from the health and social 
sciences.  A significant part of the final grade will come from exams and project write-ups 
and presentations.  

 

IDH 2935 The Lenses of Love  
Professor Oliver 
MW 12- 1:15pm 

CRN: 13130 

What it counts for: General Education Critical Thinking  
 
Of all the things we will do in life, none is more significant than being loved and loving 
another person. Yet when we are in love we see ourselves, others, and the world through 
various lenses. These lenses are given to us by our culture, family, gender expectations, 



thoughts, media, religions, and history. But often we are not aware of these lenses and how 
they help and hinder our love lives. 
This course explores the various lenses of love found in Philosophy, Psychology, Art, Music, 
Religion and Literature with attention to their effects on friendship, dating, falling in love, 
with special focus on romantic love and true love. 
By the end of the course, you will have had a profound experience of what love is and is 
not.  It will provide deeper understanding of love and the lenses that have affected you. 
To accomplish this profound understanding, we will spend time exploring what love is and 
is not.  We will discuss the lenses of the ancients, the philosophers, and the great thinkers. 
Their thoughts will focus our attention on how love can be understood. 
But love in the mind is not the same as the experience of love, so we will then turn to the 
Arts to guide us into our experiences of love.  Here we will find words, music, and images 
that attempt to do justice to our experiences of love. 
Eventually we will seek the lenses of modern psychological research to lead us through 
how we feel when we are in love and how to invite healthy love into our lives.  
 
To achieve our goals, we will have many facilitated talks, discussions, and presentations. 
Students will be expected to fully participate and self-explore through numerous exercises 
and papers. Each student will offer a 15 minute presentation on one of the lenses of love 
they have been studying during the semester. 

 

MAC 2312 – (H) Calculus II  
Professor Cornell  
TR 10:00 – 11:40  
CRN:  12308 
What it counts for: Quantitative Reasoning and Analysis and Scientific Method 

Prerequisite: MAC 2311 or MAC 2241. This course continues the study of definite and 
indefinite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus begun in MAC 2311. The 
course presents various integration techniques and their applications, convergence of 
sequences and series, as well as power series and Taylor series of a function of one 
variable. 

This course provides an opportunity for Honors students in majors that have very tight 
credit hour restrictions to be able to have a class that satisfies a requirement for their 
major as well as obtaining Honors credit. Plus the size of the class will be smaller than the 
normal Calculus II course allowing for a greater opportunity for asking questions and 
getting individual attention. 

 

IDH 2934 – Genius in the Big Bang Theory  

Professor Wilson  

CRN: 13128 



TR 3:05-4:20 

What it counts for: General Education Critical Thinking  

Sheldon Cooper, Dr. House, and Sherlock are some of the most popular characters in our 
society. These flawed geniuses have shaped how we view brilliance in everyday life. 
The format of this class will center on lively discussion and thoughtful analyses of popular 
culture, including film, television, digital, and print media. Instead of relying on tests, 
quizzes, and papers, major grades in this class will involve individual and group projects 
and thoughtful discourse. 
 
This course will consider the myths about genius and brilliance in our society, comparing 
them to research-based theories of intelligence, psychology, and education. From these 
analyses, students will develop applications for policy in a variety of fields, tailored to 
individual interests and areas of study. 
 
 
LDR 3003: (H) Intro to Leadership 
Professor Tryon 
CRN: 13132 
TR 10:50-12:05 
What it counts for: General Education Critical Thinking 
This course introduces students to the major theories of leadership and their application in 
personal and professional settings.  Students engage in self-reflective and applied learning 
activities that allow them to draw upon their personal qualities and individual experience 
in order to make connections between class work and their respective leadership roles in 
their communities and future endeavors.  Guest speakers provide perspectives on real 
world leadership during the course in the form of “Living leadership” presentations. 
 
 
LDR 3003: (H) Intro to Leadership 
Professor Hutton 
CRN: 13133 
MW 12:00-1:15 
What it counts for: General Education Critical Thinking 
This course introduces students to the major theories of leadership and their application in 
personal and professional settings.  Students engage in self-reflective and applied learning 
activities that allow them to draw upon their personal qualities and individual experience 
in order to make connections between class work and their respective leadership roles in 
their communities and future endeavors.  Guest speakers provide perspectives on real 
world leadership during the course in the form of “Living leadership” presentations. 
 
IDH 2934(H) Exploring the Cosmos 

Professor Pezdirtz 

CRN:13127  



TR 12:15-1:30  

What it counts for: General Education Critical Thinking  

The course “Exploring the Cosmos” is all about critical thinking! Where will we go, what do 
we expect to see and do and how will we get there? The students will define cosmic 
destinations that they think would be the most interesting to visit. We will fly our “Ship of 
the Imagination” from the closest astronomical bodies to the far reaches of our universe 
and time travel back in time over 13 billion years to the beginning of the universe. We will 
search the universe for the largest stars, the fastest winds, the largest and most deadly 
volcanoes and even wonder about life in the far off destinations. Making use of Science 
Fiction Movies is highly encouraged.  

In order to take these magnificent trips in our minds we will need to understand the details 
of how we will get there and exactly what we will see. To achieve this, the students will 
perform research in the areas of modern physics and astronomy. No formal mathematical 
or physics training is required but there may be many times where simple arithmetic 
calculations are required. This task may seem daunting to the non-technical students 
however, in past courses we have taken highly motivated students from all fields and have 
them understand and even enjoy this research once it is explained in common sense 
language.  

This course does not have any formal lectures so every student will be required to perform 
online research both in and outside the classroom. Many times the class will be divided in 
smaller teams to perform group assignments. This inquiry-based approach strongly 
encourages an interactive exchange of ideas, improves the student communication skills 
and enhances their confidence during group discussions in other classes. Each student will 
be required to give two formal presentations to the class as part of their grade. 

 

ECO 2013 (H) Macroeconomics 

Professor Gallo  

Day/Time: MW 12-1:15 

CRN: TBD 

What it counts for: General Education Social Science  

This course explores the workings of our economy, including the labor market, financial markets, 
monetary policy, international trade, investment, fiscal policy, etc. Most of the policies that are 
being proposed in this election cycles are part of the discussion and material in this class. We will 
analyze the situation and prospects of our economy and the different policies from different points 
of views and macroeconomic policies. We will explore different policies and how they will affect 
different people in our country. The different tools utilized in this course will allow students to 
understand the main policy debates of our time and to be able to understand and analyze the many 
proposals we see in the media, political parties’ platforms and many other outlets. In addition, they 



are going to be able to understand how these policies will affect their lives. This is an ideal course 
for students looking to obtain a better understanding of economic ideas and policies proposals that 
shape our society. 

 

PHI 2010 (H) – Intro to Philosophy 

Professor Creller  

TR 10:50-12:05 

CRN: 10223 

What it counts for: General Education Humanities 

This course is an introduction to the basics of philosophical and critical thinking, specifically the 

process of engaging in responsible directed inquiry. The course will introduce students to a range 

of philosophical problems and methods by asking questions such as “Does anything actually exist?”, 

“Can we know what is like to be an animal, or even another human?”, and “What is the point of 

taking a Philosophy class in college?” Along the way we’ll talk about how it takes the whole world to 

make a cookie, what it means to use an F-bomb, and non-“Western” philosophical perspectives. 
 

BSC 1011C (H) -General Biology 2 

Professor Keagy  

TR 3:05-4:20 (Lab: R,9-12:50) 

CRN: 13149 

The focus of this course is to gain a better understanding of the foundation of all biology, 
evolution.  It begins by examining the evidence for evolution by common descent and discussion of 
the mechanisms of biological change.  We will then cover different tools to determine the 
evolutionary history of life on this planet and the interrelatedness of all organisms.  These tools will 
then be used to explore the diversity, phylogenetic classification, anatomy, and physiology of 
organisms such as bacteria and archaea, protists, fungi and plants.  Students in this class will gain 
experience in making testable predictions for various scientific hypotheses, analysis of data, 
construction and interpretation of phylogenetic trees and a number of other skills that will be 
essential for success in the field of biology. 
 

 

BSC 2085C (H) -Anatomy & Physiology 1  

Professor Amatuli  

TR 10:50-12:05 (R, 1-2:50) 

CRN: 13150 

This course includes units concerning the organization of the human body, support and movement, 
the nervous system and special senses, and the endocrine system. 



CHM 2046 (H) – General Chemistry 2  

Professor Lufaso  

TR 1:40-2:55 

CRN: 12020 

The course will cover the same amount of topics and material as the standard General Chemistry II 
course. One change from the normal course will be with the reservation of a portion of class time 
that will be devoted to the solving of multicomponent problems in groups with 2-4 students. This 
additional discussion and group work is not possible in the typical class size of more than 100 
students. Students will also prepare a written report on one of the instruments viewed during a 
tour and visit of upper level teaching labs and research labs of chemistry faculty. The 
instrumentation tour will involve an explanation of several types of instrumentation and includes 
the following: Varian 500 MHz Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) Spectrometer, Perkin Elmer 
Spectrophotometer, Perkin Elmer Spectrum 1Infrared Spectrometer (FT-IR), Varian Saturn 2100 
Gas Chromatograph Ion-Trap Mass Spectrometer (GC-MS), Perkin Elmer AAnalyst 800 
Flame/Graphite Furnace Atomic Absorption Spectrometer, Rigaku Ultima III X-ray Powder 
Diffractometer, and Bruker D8 Venture Single Crystal X-ray Diffractometer.  

 

ENC 1143- Rhetoric & Narrative  

Please note that there are 10 sections 

 

ENC 1143 (H) – Narrative  

Please note that there are two sections of this topic  

Professor Workman 

CRN: 12994, TR 9:25-10:40 

CRN: 12995, TR 10:50-12:05  

To be human is to tell stories.  Storytelling is at one and the same time among the simplest 
and most natural of human activities and among the most complex.  At one end of the 
spectrum, “formula stories” like folktales are as familiar to us as language itself; on the 
other end of the spectrum, stories that ground personal or spiritual identity or that derive 
from experiences of horror or terror—like the Holocaust or war—can be incredibly 
difficult to construct and to comprehend.  How, after all, does one adequately represent a 
life in a story or capture in a narrative the unspeakable horror of the Holocaust?   

In this course we will seek to understand the structure and dynamics of narratives as they 
appear in at least several of their many guises:  folktales and myths, autobiographies, 
histories, novels, films, and so on.  We will examine narratives that set or conform to a 
norm by presenting a seemingly unproblematic progression from beginning to middle to 
end; others (most prominently, those that originate in the experience of trauma) whose 
beginnings are obscured by the painful nature of the experience they attempt to recount; 



and contemporary (postmodern) narratives that are characterized by their wholesale 
violation of sequential expectations. 

The course will conclude with an application of narrative theory to stories pertaining to 
illness, depression, and death, and thus it might be of especial interest not only to students 
in the humanities and social sciences but also to those who are contemplating careers in 
any health-related field. 

Students should anticipate frequent writing assignments and active discussion. 

 

ENC 1143 (H) – Hidden Kitchens  

Professor Kaplan  

MW 1:30-2:45  

CRN: 11175 

The goal of the class (aside from honing your writing skills) is to make sure that you never, 
ever look at food the same way.  Of course food is necessary to our survival, and so a 
central thing in our lives, at least three meals a day, every day, all our lives.  But precisely 
because it is so central, it tends to be wallpaper (unless you are a foodie!), receding into the 
background.  The theme of this class changes every year.  We’ve read and talked about the 
anthropology of food, food and politics, food in literature, obesity and food choices, the 
future of food, making food, slow food, fast food, ethnic food, and food cooked on your car 
engine.  We’ve read about the origin of breakfast cereal and its connection to theories of 
sexuality, about whether we control agriculture or corn has colonized us.  There is a lot to 
say about food and culture.  While the theme for this year is not yet set, you will definitely 
read, write, think and eat in this class. 

 

ENC 1143 (H) Writing about Climate Change  

Professor Lieberman  

MW 12-1:15 

CRN: 12993 

When you think of climate change, what do you see? Do you picture images of polar bears 
or of displaced peoples? Do you imagine politicians in pressed suits or scientists in lab 
coats? Each of these images helps to tell a story about climate change: why do you think 
some stand out more compellingly, more urgently than others? 

This class will help us to answer those questions--but it will not stop there. We will listen to 
the various voices that narrate the stakes of climate change to the public: scientists, 
politicians, journalists, creative writers. Although we may discuss the rhetoric of 
dissenters, we will focus on the consensus of people who agree that climate change is 
inflected by human behaviors and industry, and we will consider the role of writing in 



conveying the stakes of this global issue to different audiences. In other words, we are not 
debating whether or not climate change is happening. We will start from the assumption 
that it is happening and ask: What stories do people tell about climate change, and why? Do 
some stories have a greater effect than others? What kind of political work can climate 
change stories do? And, most importantly, what kind of stories can we write? 

In other words: although we will read about the science of climate change, we won’t be 
studying the science; we will explore climate change storytelling as a way to learn about—
and practice—constructing arguments, using evidence, and experimenting with form. 
Together we will examine how journalists, writers, scholars, and scientists frame questions 
and construct narratives about climate change. We will also examine the place of 
storytelling in the public sphere. Most importantly, we will add our own voices, stories, and 
arguments to contemporary conversations about climate change. During the course of this 
semester, students will gain experience: 

 reading texts (including articles, books, graphic novels, scientific articles, and blogs) 
closely and critically for analytic and rhetorical purposes 

 making fair and effective use of the work of others  
 drafting and revising arguments 

ENC 1143 (H) – Graphic Literatures  

Professor Turney  

TR 12:15-1:30 

CRN: 11334 

Long dismissed by American culture as “simple” and “childish”, and certainly regarded as beneath 
the level of serious scholarly study by the American academy, graphic literature has exploded in 
popularity and critical standing.  

 
Certainly in popular culture, these kinds of works have been the source for blockbuster films: the 
Guardians of the Galaxy, Kingsman, Iron Man, X-Men, Avengers, Batman, Fantastic Four and Captain 
America franchises; one-offs (so far) like Doctor Strange, Suicide Squad, Deadpool and Ant Man;  and 
hotly anticipated new entries like 2018’s Black Panther. Graphic lit has also sourced many critically 
acclaimed “indie” films as well: Ghost World, Red, Scott Pilgrim, Road to Perdition, Gemma Bovary, 
Art School Confidential, Diary of a Teenage Girl, Wilson, etc. And graphic lit has begun to source 
popular and critically respected tv shows: Riverdale, Preacher, Arrow, The Flash, Gotham, Agents Of 
SHIELD, Agent Carter, Dark Matter, Outcast, and (of course) The Walking Dead franchise.  

 
American comic artists have been the subject of recent exhibitions at The Museum of Modern Art, 
The Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art, and the MLA Annual Conference of literary scholars. 
Recently, Cal – Berkeley instituted a degree program, “New Media Studies”, a cornerstone of which 
is the study of graphic literature. Several other schools have followed suit. Longer-standing but long 
marginalized programs in the study and production of such texts (such as the program at SCAD in 
Savannah) have risen in both popularity and academic prestige.  

 



Thus, across the American culture and academy, graphic literature is seen increasingly as a valid 
and complex artistic, intellectual and literary form.  

 

Thus, this course takes as a guiding principle that studying these texts can help us tune our critical 
minds to better comprehend all sorts of verbal and non-verbal texts, to become stronger writers, 
critical thinkers and engaged citizens. We will examine a number of acclaimed graphic novels and 
exceptional representative comics, but also open our mind to the graphic nature of the world 
around us as well. You will even produce short and longer graphic narratives of your own! 

 
To that end, in this course we will: 
 

1. Practice critically reading complex, representative graphic literary texts. 
2. Practice critically reading scholarly/critical texts. 
3. Practice critically reading other graphic “texts” around us. 
4. Practice the process and habits of producing revised writing in response to these texts.  
5. Practice reflection and self-reflection on the individual writing process.  
6. Practice the creation of original small and larger-scale graphic narratives of your own. 
7. Engage in connecting the practices and subject of the course to a wider service goal. 

 
For questions or concerns, please contact Russ Turney by email at rturney@unf.edu or during his 
office hours at 8/2639. 

 

ENC 1143 (H) – You Can’t Talk About That Here! 

Professor Turney  

TR 10:50-12:05 

CRN: 12042 

 

This may be the most dangerous course you will ever take. 

We confront issues of race, gender, sexuality, religion, ethnicity, violence and power every day. In 
our personal lives, in mainstream media, in social media or in the public sphere, we witness or 
experience conflict almost constantly. 

Las Vegas and gun control, Confederate monuments, immigration, gender equality, rape, Islam, 
sharia law, ethnic slurs, LGBTQ+ rights, online bullying, Twitter shaming, Christian rights, abortion, 
gay marriage…the list goes on and on. Some of these conflicts are new. Many, you may be surprised 
to learn, are not.  

Yet, we have developed a curious double-sided cultural response to these conflicts of late. On the 
one hand, we have a lot of “talking” about these issues: in print, digitally, on news networks. A LOT 
of talking…screaming…ranting. But precious little conversation…dialogue…discussion.  

On the other hand, perhaps even worse, some of us have a simple alternate response: silence. Many 
of us simply do not talk about these conflicts at all.  



We certainly avoid talking about them in school, right? In high school, for teachers to confront such 
conflicts openly in the classroom would likely be career suicide. This doesn’t seem to change much 
in college either, where confronting such (frequently emotional) issues in the classroom is deemed 
“unacademic”, or where the intention is leading you to the “right” academic answer to these 
conflicts, or where discussion is so watered down of passion and experience as to be rendered 
practically meaningless.  

Why? Why, indeed…Well, we are going to change that here.  

The goal of this course is to have conversations, dialogues and discussions about these conflicts. We 
will begin by exploring and adopting frameworks for such conversations---SafeSpace, UNF Code of 
Student Conduct, etc.---identifying assumptions such frameworks make, evaluating their 
applicability for us, and perhaps creating new frameworks in the process. We (and I do mean “WE”) 
will select difficult topics in our society and analyze what makes talking about such topics difficult. 
We will look for examples and case studies in various media and texts, on our campus, in our 
classrooms, and in our communities. We will focus on dialogue as collective learning, connect our 
issues to the community (in part through a community service project), create insight rather than 
identify right or wrong sides or even reach agreement, and find ways to negotiate conflict. We will 
develop the art of speaking effectively and respectfully to achieve learning, but we will also develop 
the crucial skill of actively listening to achieve learning as well.  

This class may be the most dangerous class you take, but it may also be the most important class 
you ever take because it will give you the skills and the experience to lead, by taking on those 
difficult conversations.  

To that end, in this course we will: 

1. Identify and critique existing frameworks for difficult conversations. 
2. Practice critically reading complex, representative personal and public texts on difficult 

topics. 
3. Practice critically reading scholarly/critical texts on difficult topics. 
4. Practice deploying productive conversational habits and tactics to create “learning 

conversations”. 
5. Practice producing revised writing in response to these texts and conversations.  
6. Practice reflection and self-reflection on the individual writing process.  
7. Engage in connecting the practices and subject of the course to a wider service goal/project. 

For questions or concerns, please contact Russ Turney by email at rturney@unf.edu or during his 
office hours at 8/2639. 

 

ENC 1143 (H) – Texts in Context & Intellectual History  

Professor Pewitt  

Please note that there are two sections of this course  

MWF 10-10:50 CRN: 10995 

MWF 11-11:50 CRN: 10997 

Our society may seem rooted in the here and now, but the cross-cultural exchange of ideas 

among learned individuals from long ago and far away has woven much of our cultural fabric, 



including catchphrases as common as “all hell broke loose” (Milton) or “that which does not kill me 

makes me stronger” (Nietzsche). Modernity is in many ways a product of pre-modern critical 

thinkers, and charting the evolution of their ideas is the task of an interdisciplinary field called 

“Intellectual History,” which will be our focus in this section of ENC 1143. 

 However, although we will encounter authors as varied as Dante and de Beauvoir, 

Intellectual History is not merely the history of intellectuals. Our course objective is to understand 

texts on their own terms—situating the texts in context—in order to grasp why these particular 
works became not only canonical for the “ivory tower” but also colloquial among “commoners.” 

Therefore, although our focus will be on Western Civilization, we will consider marginalized groups 

and peripheral peoples that influenced what we call “the West” so that we may better understand 

this world and our place in it. 

 In terms of coursework, this section will consist of extensive reading, discussing, and 

writing about texts from a wide array of fields. Because our goal is to examine how entire value 

systems have evolved over the centuries, we will aim neither to exalt nor to reduce these authors 

and their texts; on the contrary, our purpose is to gain perspective about how certain ideas have 

touched or revolted people in given times and places. Doing so requires close reading, attentive 

annotating, and (above all) critical thinking, which are the key skills we will develop over the 

semester. While this interdisciplinary pursuit touches on departments such as Philosophy, History, 

and of course Literature, no prior experience with these academic areas of inquiry is expected. Just 

prepare to think critically. 

 

ENC 1143 (H) – Participatory Journalism  

Professor Beasley  

TR 1:40-2:55 

CRN: 12046 

While all it takes to be a "journalist" today is a cell phone, this was not always the case. Since 

the very beginnings of journalism, innovative writers have tested the boundaries of what they 

were taught in order to develop new technologies and new techniques to investigate and 

enlighten. This course will introduce students to the work famous participatory journalists like 

Jacob Riis, Hunter S. Thompson, and Joan Didion; but also current writers utilizing new 

reporting tools such as Twitter.   This course will give students practice in addressing a variety 
of audiences and using relevant social media outlets for specific purposes.  

 

 ENC 1143 (H) – The Gulfs Between Us  

Professor Cartwright  

TR 4:30-5:45 

CRN: 12109 



This section of this course focuses upon building and strengthening many kinds of literacy, 

including literacies of the cross-cultural imagination. Our topic is the Gulf of Mexico: a region that 

includes the US Gulf South (and the Rio Grande drainage), Mexico’s Gulf states, and parts of Cuba. 

Our focus will be on our own country’s Gulf shores and southern border, following the I-10 corridor 

from Jacksonville to Los Angeles. But we will also be reading and studying material from Mexico, 

from the Gulfs between us, from borders that are being walled off and patrolled and always crossed. 

The material and assignments of this course will push us “to make the jump,” as Mississippi writer 

Eudora Welty put it, into lives, experiences, and realities of others across the gulfs and walls we’ve 

built. 


